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Specialist and Associate Specialist Doctors 
and Dentists Development Programme 
(Resource)

The Staff, Associate Specialist and Specialty (SAS) Doctors and Dentists Development Programme was 
established in 2012 as a result of Scottish Government funding to develop SAS doctors and dentists 
working in NHS Scotland. Funding was initially on a three-year project basis but has now been added to 
NES’s baseline funding.

There are approximately 1250 SAS grade doctors and dentists working in NHS Scotland. They make up 
about 25% of the senior medical workforce.

The programme aims to direct national funding to those SAS doctors and dentists whose clinical teams 
are seeking to develop new or improved clinical services, or to enhance their role within the clinical team, 
and where funding is not otherwise provided by the employing Health Board. If approved, funding is 
available to support costs for training, salary backfill, or completion of training to apply for a Certificate 
of Eligibility for Specialist Registration (CESR). In addition, funding has enabled the creation of a national 
network of Education Advisers (who are themselves SAS doctors or dentists) to support local SAS doctors 
and dentists, and to guide them (and their employing Health Boards) to make best use of this funding 
opportunity.

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotlanddeanery.nhs.scot%2Fyour-development%2Fspecialist-and-associate-specialist-doctors-and-dentists%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEvents%40nes.scot.nhs.uk%7C10dc1f8f124145c2e29908d9c4750068%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C637756829052786369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=pRMntmXHZYjEUHjTvHE%2BGPLdkEdPuyrjgsQ8iB7Rex8%3D&reserved=0

