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What is patient involvement?







Importance of patient involvement in pre-clinical research

❖ Research is funded by the public and they cannot engage and support research unless it is well 
communicated

❖ Patient involvement can help researchers communicate by 

Providing 
support for 
the research 
in grant 
applications 
and beyond

Tailoring lay 
summary for 

funding 
applications

Identifying 
ways to 
communicate 
research results

Putting their 
research into 
context

❖ Motivate researchers who may have no direct contact with patients







A translational researcher wanted to involve people affected by cancer in their 
work to identify and understand what the priorities of people affected by childhood 
and young people acute lymphoblastic leukaemia.

Developing 

an 

idea/research 

question

How were people affected by 
cancer involved?
• Researcher approached CRUK 

Patient Involvement Team wanting to 
involve people affected by cancer in two 
grant applications

• Decided to consult the 
CRUK Cancer Insight Panel and Children 
and Young People’s Advisory 
Panel via e-consultation

• Attended a face-to-face 
meeting with CRUK Cancer Insight Panel 
to develop outstanding research ideas

What training was offered to the 
patient representatives?
• Pre-reads – given to the panel before the face-to-

face meeting to provide context to the research and 
questions to think about

• Emotional support – due to the sensitive nature of 
the topic, those consulted were reminded of where 
they could seek emotional support

• Feedback – provided to both panels after each 
consultation to know what impact their insights 
had



What impact did involving people affected by cancer have?

What advice would you give to other researchers?

❖ “Just do it! Meeting the panel was inspiring and I 
was so impressed by how quickly they mastered 
the brief. I now look forward to filling in the 
involvement section of any funding application”

❖ “Think about the key questions you want to ask 
people affected by cancer and how to make your 
research lay. It really helps to improve the clarity of 
your aims and objectives.”

“They provided a unique perspective on 
my research plans and I came away buzzing 
with new ideas and inspiration.”

Confidence 
to focus 

research on 
basic 

science

Determined 
research 

area



Patient involvement can improve the 
quality and relevance of your work, 
helping you better understand and 
articulate the benefits your 
research can have for cancer patients.
This toolkit provides guidance, tips 
and templates to help you plan, 
deliver and evaluate your patient 
involvement. Once you’ve planned 
how you want to involve patients, we 
can also help you find them.

Get Started

RESEARCHER TOOLKIT

cruk/researchertoolkit

https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/funding-for-researchers/patient-involvement-toolkit-for-researchers
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/funding-for-researchers/patient-involvement-toolkit-for-researchers


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND INFORMATION
❖ The People in Research website http://www.peopleinresearch.org/

❖ The Health and Care Research Wales website 
https://www.healthandcareresearch.gov.wales/involving-the-public-in-your-
research/

❖ The Scottish Primary Care Research Network
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/research-areas/primary-care/get-
involved

❖ The HSC R&D Division, Northern Ireland http://www.research.hscni.net/personal-
and-public-involvement-researchers

❖ The INVOLVE website http://www.invo.org.uk/ is also really useful and contains 
resources that may support you in involving people affected by cancer in 
your work.

http://www.peopleinresearch.org/
https://www.healthandcareresearch.gov.wales/involving-the-public-in-your-research/
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/research-areas/primary-care/get-involved
http://www.research.hscni.net/personal-and-public-involvement-researchers
http://www.invo.org.uk/

