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SMPCETS - Recap



STP Equivalence
• NES - pivotal role in ensuring that SMPCETS received STP equivalence –

representation of the scheme with other bodies (e.g. NSHCS, AHCS)

• Equivalence was awarded following a meeting at Westport – involving 
supervisors, trainees and a panel from NSHCS

• Important for all parties to understand the structure of the scheme and 
the equivalence to STP



Training Centre Accreditation

• Four yearly review

• Training centre QA – training background, educational quality, infrastructure and 
accountability, risk, safety, patient and public involvement and equality and diversity



A Year in the Life – SMPCETS/NES

• Jan: Service Level Agreement between NES and NHS Grampian

• Feb: HCS trainees and supervisors event – COSLA, Edinburgh

• Mar: Help with AHCS equivalence portfolio paperwork (IRRP document)

• Apr: Assistance with VC facilities for new trainee intake interviews

• May: Availability of ‘Train the trainer’ and ‘Trainees in difficulty’ courses

• Jun: NES summer meeting (e.g. AHCS equivalence assessors’ refresher)

• Jul: Specialism year trainees – ‘intent to submit’ documents (NES ‘blurb’)

• Aug: NES ARCP checks for all trainees, and training plan updates

• Sep: Annual report from SMPCETS to NES

• Oct: Assistance with SMPCETS Midway QA assessments (e.g. VC facilities)

• Nov: Training centre accreditation exercise (every four years)

• Dec: Notification of funding for new trainee intake



Assistance with VC Facilities

• Particularly useful during 2020

• Trainee interviews (May 2020)

• Midway QA assessments (Oct 2020)



Building an IRRP Document

• Individual Review of Readiness to 
Practice (IRRP)

• Final period of reflection for trainee 
as part of equivalence portfolio 
submission to AHCS

• Originally intended to focus on 
status following Covid-19 delays

• Likely to continue for future use 
year-on-year



ARCP Forms

• ARCP assessment

• NES-Trainee-Training Coordinator

• Summary of annual progress

• Opportunity to raise concerns

• We like to hold a ‘formal’ annual 
meeting with trainees and copy 
the accompanying notes to NES

• Important process within the QA 
framework of the scheme



Training Plan – NES Doc 25

• Completed for all trainees annually

• Used alongside bespoke training plans (e.g. those for FY rotations, and 
those for SY (every quarter))

• Useful as a QA record for NES – in line with requirements of the SLA



Summary

National oversight from NES is multifaceted

• Acts as the bridge between scheme and other organisations e.g. AHCS

• Educational and training facilities (e.g. courses, events)

• Has a framework in place to assist with difficulties

• Looks after many of the QA processes – important in maintaining standards


